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MISSION

The mission of AmeriCorps is to improve lives, strengthen 
communities, and foster civic engagement through service 

and volunteering.
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What is National Service?
National service is an opportunity to volunteer your time and talent to make 
a difference in people’s lives and get things done for America. Through 
AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps Seniors, individuals of any age can serve their 
country and their community by putting their valuable skills to use.
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Our Model

Members & Volunteers
Community Serving 

Organizations 
(Grantees and Sponsors) 



www.dli.pa.gov/pennserve

Community 
Need

Direct 
Service

Results

AmeriCorps State and 
National Programs
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AmeriCorps 
VISTA 

Volunteers in Service to America

Anti-Poverty Program

1-Year Full-Time Service Term

Indirect Service - Capacity Building

6



7

AmeriCorps 
VISTA 

What is capacity building?

Indirect service (behind the scenes)

Organizational support for projects that will 
create, strengthen or expand initiatives designed 

to empower individuals and communities in 
overcoming poverty

Sustainable

Community centered
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Natural & Other Disasters
Filling and installing sandbags for local 
communities to mitigate the impacts of natural 
disasters
Infrastructure Improvement
Build ramps and footbridges to increase 
community accessibility
Urban & Rural Development
Constructing and rehabilitating low-income 
housing
Environmental Stewardship & Conservation
Constructing or repairing hiking trails in local 
and national parks across America

Energy Conservation
Educate communities on sustainability and 
energy-use best practices

AmeriCorps NCCC
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AmeriCorps

Seniors

When you join AmeriCorps Seniors, 
you choose how you want to give 

back. Help a struggling child to learn 
to read. Deliver groceries to an 

elderly neighbor. Support a family 
impacted by natural disaster.
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AmeriCorps Seniors Program 
Summary
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Indirect 
service, 
capacity 
building Direct or 

indirect 
service

Direct service

FGP

One year 
minimum, hourly 

stipend

Direct Service 
with youth in 

education setting

SCP

One year 
minimum, hourly 

stipend

Direct Service in 
companionship 

role

RSVP

Traditional 
Volunteer 
program

Any type of 
service activity

55+ 55+ 55+
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AmeriCorps Program Summary
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Indirect 
service, 
capacity 
building Direct or 

indirect 
service

Direct service

VISTA

Full time, full year

Indirect service, 
capacity building

State and 
National

Variable time 
commitment

Direct or indirect 
service

NCCC

10–12 months 
team-based 

service

Direct service

18+ 17+ 18-26



12

Current 
AmeriCorps 

Funding 
Opportunities

AmeriCorps Seniors

AmeriCorps Seniors | AmeriCorps

AmeriCorps VISTA
If your organization is interested in applying to sponsor VISTA members, 
please complete a Concept Paper in eGrants.
AmeriCorps VISTA How to Apply

AmeriCorps NCCC
Traditional, Disaster Response and FEMA Corps
If your organization is interested in applying to sponsor an NCCC 
team, complete the Project Concept Form and submit to your NCCC 
Regional Office with a digital signature.

AmeriCorps NCCC How to Apply

AmeriCorps State and National
Each state handles the application process differently. Reach out directly 
to the State Service Commission in your area.
AmeriCorps State and National
State Service Commissions | AmeriCorps

Other Funding Opportunities

These and other funding opportunities are at AmeriCorps.gov
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https://americorps.gov/serve/americorps-seniors
https://www.americorps.gov/partner/how-it-works/americorps-vista
https://www.americorps.gov/partner/how-it-works/americorps-nccc
https://www.americorps.gov/partner/how-it-works/americorps-state-national
https://www.americorps.gov/contact/state-service-commissions
https://americorps.gov/partner/funding-opportunities
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250K
Current members and 
volunteers

1M+
Alumni strong

$4B
In education awards dispersed 
to AmeriCorps alumni

Q&A
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AmeriCorps.gov

AmeriCorps.gov
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